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GETTING IT RIGHT!
By Nicola Azan, Client Design Consultant, Active Traders Ltd.
Choosing Effective Colour for Flooring and Roofing Products in Building Projects.
Useful tips in Re-decorating and Renovation.
Planning and Budgeting
Whether you are planning a major renovation or simply re-doing a room, it makes good sense to start with a plan and then an accurate budget. After all, you want to get it right in the most cost effective manner possible!! This way, you won’t be disappointed, make costly mistakes or worse yet, end up with an unfinished project because you have run out of money.

Remember that an important part of your plan may involve getting advice, either from experienced friends or professionals. This can often SAVE you money, as they may be able to point you towards cheaper ways of achieving your goal, or give you brilliant ideas for better use of colour, materials or space.
Also, you need to think carefully about what you want to achieve in your space…

For instance, if you decide that you want a large and extremely convenient bathroom, you might think about the process of getting dressed to go out.  If you are extending the square footage of your residence, maybe you could consider expanding the room even more by removing the walls of an adjacent closet. You would then have a huge bathroom into which you could install mirror – lined cupboards and vanity space on one side and plumbing on the other. This would make dressing to go out easier and save on trips from bath to closet to bedroom.. You could also install a private cubicle for the toilet. In this instance, you would have created a custom bathroom which is comfortable and convenient to use. If this is important to you, you will enjoy the results of the extra thought for many years to come! 
After you have truly considered what you want, decide how much you are able to spend, and then start to look at alternatives I invite you to devise a budget using the formula below (you may not need all the categories, but this will help you not to overlook anything). Consider: Walls, Floors, Ceilings, Windows/Doors, Lighting/Electrician, Tiles/Flooring & Installation, Paint/ Painter, Cabinetry, Interior finishing products (eg faucets, sinks etc...), Furniture &Accessories and Transportation.
Remember to establish your priorities. If you rent your house or are going to sell soon, it makes good sense to be very careful how much you actually invest. Make sure your project is likely to substantially increase the value of your home. If the money available is very limited then you must establish your priorities.
Always remember that getting advice from a professional can help you make the most of what you have. Professionals know how to highlight certain things and minimize others.
Using Flooring and Color to Create Atmosphere
One of the most effective ways of creating atmosphere is by the use of colour. Carefully coordinating the choice of floor colour and wall colour can suggest either warmth or coolness. Again, the choice of flooring is so important that it means careful research and thought in order to choose the best option for you. Would you like a rustic finish? More traditional polish?  A light or a dark floor?   There are currently hundreds of varieties of floor coverings on the market, a range of prices, and many important considerations.
ACTIVE TRADERS carries a wide and very attractive selection of ceramic and porcelain tiles, borders and mosaics as well as stone and marble tiles. In addition, they stock a selection of Jatoba wooden floors doors, windows, very attractive basins, baths, cabinets, faucets and other bathroom and kitchen fixtures. It is very difficult to beat their prices!



        FLOORING OPTIONS.
UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCES IN TILES 
Ceramic Tiles.
These are made of compressed clay, fired at very high temperatures in a kiln. These tiles are glazed on the surface which makes them more impervious to water, stain-resistant and available in a range of colours, patterns and finishes.
Ceramic tiles are graded from 1-5 in order of their ability to resist wear. Grade 1 is the least durable, and used, for instance, on bathroom walls. Grade 5 is the most durable. Using grades 3-4 is perfectly acceptable for most domestic purposes, and grade 4 may be used for light commercial purposes. Most floor tiles at Active Traders are grade 4.
Porcelain Tiles.   
Porcelain is a very durable, refined and moisture-resistant type of ceramic tile. It is baked at higher temperatures and is made from a specific type of clay which has a water absorption rate of less than 0.5%. Porcelain is very hardy, and some of these tiles have the advantage of having the same colour throughout, meaning that chips in the tile don’t show. Because they are so strong, they usually require specifically designed cutting implements, and are less prone to chipping than ceramic tiles. 

Unglazed porcelain is particularly slip-resistant, but glazed porcelain has the advantage that the glaze helps seal the pores and makes them easier to clean.
Porcelain can be made to look like stone, and can be a safer choice than stone as it is less porous and easier to maintain. Like ceramic, it is available in a range of colours and finishes.
Porcelain tiles are generally more expensive than ceramic, although ACTIVE TRADERS have recently been able to secure some excellent prices! Remember that the cost of installation of cheaper tiles will be the same as that of a more expensive or stronger tile, and the tile cost is only a part: You must factor in thin set, grout, and the labour charges for laying the tiles.
Stone Tiles or Travertine.
These are natural, unglazed stone tiles which create an aura of natural beauty. These were very popular from as far back as ancient Greece and Rome and now come in a variety of colours. In manufacturing, a type of limestone (calcium carbonate) is compressed to create very dense tiles, which have great traction. 
It is available in various cuts and finishes, including tumbled with other types of stone or with the natural holes (where gases were once trapped) filled or unfilled with cement.

The disadvantage of these tiles is that they are prone to staining and water damage and need careful sealing during and after installation. Slate tiles may be handled very similarly.
Please be very sure to check with your supplier for instructions, and with your installer to ensure that he has experience or knowledge of laying these tiles. 
Marble Tiles.

The distinctive veins found in marble make it classic and elegant. Marble tiles have been used for centuries to create an aura of elegance. They are available in many colours and either polished or tumbled (non-skid!) finishes, which gives more variety in appearance.
You may create elaborate patterns by contrasting colours in marble, or use pale, sophisticated colours for more contemporary interiors.

Marble is relatively soft, so it scratches easily and is not good for very heavily used areas. 

Marble requires special epoxy adhesive during installation and special care thereafter (for example, acidic cleansers e.g.: vinegar will discolour the stone.

Granite .  

Granite is extremely durable, and has characteristic speckled colorations which, when polished adds a very attractive depth and sheen to the stone. Granite is popular for use in countertops and is also available in flooring tiles.
Experienced professional installation is highly recommended.




WOODEN FLOORING.

Hardwood floors provide a sense of warmth and timeless elegance. Hardwoods wear well, and are available in a range of dark to light colours. Generally, lighter colours give a more informal appearance, with dark, glossy finishes being the most formal.
Different varieties of wood are available in a range of cuts, finishes and colours. You may choose between solid hardwood or an engineered, “ready to install” floor. Pre-finished hardwood floors are definitely easier to install, but the finish does not often seal the spaces between the planks, and many pre-finished varieties can be re-finished only once. This type of floor can be used immediately.

On the other hand, unfinished hardwood floors require sanding and varnishing which can be messy and take a few days to complete and varnish.

The thicker the wood, is the more times you can re-finish it. You need at least 1/8 inch of sanding surface each time you sand.
Wooden floors require expert installation and very controlled temperature and humidity in order to maintain their appeal.  ACTIVE TRADERS sells Jatoba wooden flooring at the best prices available in Jamaica.




ROOFING
Prime steel roofing tiles are unbelievably strong and lightweight. At the core of the roofing tile is Galvalume steel – commercial grade steel with aluminum/zinc alloy coating which provides excellent long-term corrosion-resistance in a wide variety of climatic conditions. This roof is available in a wide variety of colours and attractive styles, most of which are stone-coated, which makes it even more durable. 
Once again, it may be helpful to get advice or choose colour and style carefully to coordinate with the style and colour scheme of the building.

Some good reasons for choosing a steel roof:

1. SAVINGS – Spend Once. (50 year warranty lasts up to 75 years!)

2. Lower Home Insurance – A1 construction rating – Fire Resistant.

3. Save on A/C bills- Ceiling up to 20 degrees cooler.
4. Lightweight – Fewer materials needed to install.

5. Strong protection – Warranty covers 120mph winds.

6. Beautiful styles – increase your resale value.

Getting it Right – General Decorating and Project ManagementTips.

If you want to create the perfect look for your home and control costs, then you need to get creative. Invest your time and energy into planning and try to explore all possible alternatives. It is often cheaper to get advice, you’d be surprised at the ideas you come up with that never even dawned on you! Here are some general tips to consider:-

1. Know your taste and trust yourself – think about colours and styles e.g. Country/ Contemporary.

2. Focal Points – decide where they will be e.g. a window, a painting - arrange furniture to draw a person’s eye toward it. Remember you can create a focal point with paint – a dramatic colour on one wall, or an exceptional painting etc.

3. Plan carefully – work from the largest area of a room to the smallest. For instance, the largest surface area will have the greatest impact. It is safe to start with walls, then windows, floors then furnishings then finish with accessories.

4. Avoid clutter – if you don’t need it, get rid of it.

5. Use plants to soften and hide unsightly areas.

6. Paint – sometimes you may not need to do the whole room, just an accent wall, but go for a colour which will accent and integrate with the tones of the furnishings and flooring tones you already have.

7. Kitchens – what about replacing the backsplash, repainting cabinet doors, perhaps you could repaint the cabinets and change the doors and countertops.

8. Bathrooms – before starting to redecorate your bathroom, make sure the plumbing is in good order, as you don’t want to have to re-do any tiling in order to repair a leak. Use light bright colours to give visual impact. Avoid dated light fixtures, cabinetry tops and hardware and use mirrors to visually enlarge a small space. One of the easiest “quick fixes” is to replace the shower curtain. Also consider stock draperies instead of more expensive custom draperies. Many rooms can look great with store-bought blinds. Finally, consider painting all the walls one colour using tinted bulk paint (Berger will tint 5 gallon containers).

9. Try to buy in sales or from stores which are known to supply quality products at great prices (like ACTIVE TRADERS!) Utilise the newspaper classifieds –there are so many interesting pieces out there at great prices! However, never buy anything because it’s cheap – buy because you really like it!
10. Use the internet! Look up particular tasks e.g.:  ‘bathroom renovations’. Take advantage of all the free advice that’s offered.
11.  Generally, the simpler your design (e.g.: not too many angles in the roof!) is the less expensive your project will be.
12. Save on transportation costs by arranging delivery of as many items as you can together and ensure that your measurements and estimates of quantities are as accurate as possible to avoid having to return to purchase and incur additional charges.

13. After your materials are delivered, be sure to secure them against the elements and against theft!

14. Try to avoid making changes in your plan, as this invariably makes the project more expensive. (i.e.: Think it through first!)

15. Use experienced reputable workmen to avoid the possibility of shoddy workmanship, which can result in costly re-working of the job and wastage of materials.

16. Remember that there is NO CHARGE for the free Decorating Consultation Service at Active Traders.
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DISTINCTIVE HOME DECORATING SERVICES
FREE CONSULTATION AND ADVICE 5 CHEAPEST SOURCING OF MATERIALS




[image: image4.jpg]including designing, manufacturing and installation of distinctive
interiors. Quickly supplied: Curtains, upholstery, bedspreads,
installation of fixtures and repainting services.

CHEAPEST SOURCING OF MATERIALS!

Toffer creative direction and coordination of home improvement
projects involved in “staging” premises for sale or photography.

Work completed in record time!

Contact

Nicola Azan
(876)-816-4065
(876)-509-4065 or
nicolaazan@gmail.com







[image: image1]
�





�





�








